
  

What  are Magnet Programs?

Superintendent’s 
Message

In Richland One, we 
don’t believe that one 
size fits all. We don’t 
believe that all children 
learn in the same way. 
We do believe that 
offering students more 
exciting and diverse 
educational choices 
will lead to greater 
opportunities as they 
prepare for college and 
careers.

Our magnet programs are designed to 
challenge students academically and appeal to 
their personal and career interests. Elementary 
students can learn to speak and write in 
Spanish, Mandarin Chinese and French, as well 
as in English, through our Language Immersion 
Program. Middle school students can explore 
the health care field through our Medical 
Magnet Academy. High school students can get 
a head start in preparing for college and high-
demand jobs through our Career Preparation 
Magnet Program. These are just a few of the 
unique learning experiences that our students 
can take advantage of in Richland One.

We invite you to explore what we have to  
offer. In Richland One, the choice is yours!

Sincerely,

Craig Witherspoon, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Richland One is committed to creating world-class 
instructional programs that provide unique learning 
opportunities for our students. Our magnet programs are 
designed to meet the needs of each student and nurture 
students’ talents, interests and aptitudes, while we prepare 
them to live and work in a diverse global society.

Richland One students are assigned to schools according 
to where they live.  They may apply to a magnet program 
within the district through the choice program. All students 
who live in Richland One’s attendance zone are eligible for 
admission to our magnet programs, unless the program is 

Richland One has implemented a district-wide 
application for admission into magnet programs. 
Applications are entered into a lottery and are not 
first-come, first-served. Families will be notified if 
they received a seat for their magnet program of 
choice. 

Who is eligible to apply?
All students who live in Richland One’s attendance 
zone are eligible for admission to our magnet 
programs, unless the program is designated as one 
that is zoned for certain attendance areas.

How will parents be notified about whether their 
child has been accepted into a magnet program?
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designated as one that is zoned for certain attendance areas.

Admission is based on successful completion of the 
application process, which may include attending an 
information session, meeting qualifying criteria and 
completing an application. Upon acceptance, students must 
transfer to the school chosen. Transportation is provided 
for the district career and language immersion magnet 
programs, the Montessori elementary zoned programs and 
the Montessori middle school program. For all other choice 
programs, students must provide their own transportation.

Magnet Programs Application Process 
Notification letters will be mailed to parents: 

• If accepted into a magnet, parent must accept 
their child’s seat by the deadline outlined in 
the notification letter. 

• Students who do not receive a seat at their 
first-choice magnet will be placed on the 
waitlist for that magnet program. 

• If magnet seats are still available after Round 
One, the program will become a part of Round 
Two. Applications will open in the spring for 
Round Two of the Magnet Lottery. 

To learn about Richland One Magnet Programs, 
go to richlandone.org/choice. 



GLOSSARY OF TERMS
• Whole School: The magnet program is 

available throughout the school for every 
student enrolled in that school. 

• School-Within-A-School: The school is split 
between the traditional curriculum and the 
magnet program. The magnet program is only 
available to students at the school who have 
been accepted and enrolled into the identified 
choice program. 

• Zoned Attendance: The magnet program is 
only available to students from designated 
school attendance zones and not open to all 
students in the district. 

• Lottery: A lottery is used when there are more 
students and families interested in a particular 
magnet program than there are enrollment 
slots available. A lottery drawing is done at 
the district level by a computer program 
that randomly assigns a series of numbers to 
each student applying to gain entry into the 
program. Numbers are drawn randomly and 
a list is randomly created, ranking students in 
the lottery from top to bottom. Slots available 
are filled by this list, based on the random 
selection. Once all slots are filled, remaining 
students are put on a waiting list and can be 
added to the program if other students drop 
out of the program or do not accept their slots.

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL LEVEL  

CAREER AWARENESS 
MAGNET PROGRAM  

   

Through academic and leadership opportunities, students 
in the Richland One Career Awareness Magnet Program at 
Bradley Elementary have unique opportunities to increase 
their awareness of four career pathways: engineering, 
entrepreneurship, government, and hospitality and tourism.  
A rigorous, fast-paced curriculum challenges students from 
kindergarten through fifth grade to achieve high levels 
of engagement and success through our project-based 
learning units built upon South Carolina state standards. 

Bradley is a Leader in Me School, and students are given 
multiple opportunities to serve in leadership capacities 
in their classrooms, throughout the school and in 
our community. Whether it’s visiting a state museum, 
participating in a Disney Youth Education program or 
touring our nation’s capital, our magnet students are able 
to extend learning beyond the classroom and develop 
deeper connections with the curriculum while putting their 
leadership skills in action. Ongoing parent involvement 
through workshops and programs is highly encouraged for 
children participating in the magnet program.

Secondary Pathway: To create a seamless transition built 
upon their growing skill level and knowledge, fifth-grade 
students in the Career Awareness Magnet Program at 
Bradley will be enrolled automatically in the sixth grade 
Career Exploration Magnet Program at W.G. Sanders Middle 
School. 

• Program Location: Bradley Elementary School 

• Program Type: School-within-a-school model 

• Grades: Five-year-old kindergarten (5K) and grades 1-5  

• Eligibility Criteria: Open to all Richland One students 

• Student Selection Method: Lottery 

• Enrollment Capacity: 30 spots per grade level (5K 
through fifth grade) 

• Bus Transportation: Provided for all students 

 • Contact:  Karen Ogen, magnet lead teacher,             
(803) 738-7200, karen.ogen@richlandone.org;  

   Kezia Myers, principal, (803) 738-7200,                           
kezia.myers@richlandone.org

MONTESSORI 
PROGRAMS

The Montessori Method of education is a child-centered 
educational approach based on scientific observations 
of children from birth through adulthood. It views the 
child as naturally eager for knowledge and capable of 
initiating learning in a supportive, thoughtfully prepared 
learning environment. It focuses on the development of 
the whole child — physical, social, emotional and cognitive. 
Components include multi-age groupings that foster peer 
learning, uninterrupted blocks of work time and guided 
choices of work activity. In addition, a full complement of 
specially designed Montessori learning materials is used in 
a specially prepared environment appropriate to the age of 
the child.

Note: For elementary Montessori programs, applications 
are accepted for students in 3K through second grade with 
no Montessori experience. Applications are accepted for 
students in grades 3-5 only if they are transferring from a 
Montessori school.

PROGRAM LOCATIONS
Brockman Elementary School  

• Program Type: Whole school model  

• Grades: 3K - Fifth Grade  

• Eligibility Criteria: Open to students zoned for Bradley, 
Satchel Ford or Brennen elementary schools  

• Student Selection Method: Lottery 

• Enrollment Capacity: Twenty-five 3K slots available 
with limited slots for 4K through second grade  

• Bus Transportation: Provided for all students  

• Contact: Sharonda Giles, principal, (803) 790-6743, 
sharonda.giles@richlandone.org 

Logan Elementary School  

• Program Type: School-within-a-school model 

• Grades: 3K - Fifth Grade  

• Eligibility Criteria: Open to students zoned for the 
C.A. Johnson, Columbia, Eau Claire or W.J. Keenan high 
school clusters  

• Student Selection Method: Lottery  

• Enrollment Capacity: Twelve 3K slots available with 
limited slots for 4K through second grade  

• Bus Transportation: Provided for all students  

• Contact: David Copeland, principal, (803) 343-2917, 
david.copeland@richlandone.org  

Caughman Road Elementary School 

• Program Type: School-within-a-school model 

• Grades: 3K - Fifth Grade 

• Eligibility Criteria: Open to students zoned for A.C. 

Moore, Burnside, Caughman Road, Gadsden, Hopkins, 
Horrell Hill, Meadowfield, Mill Creek, Rosewood, South 
Kilbourne or Webber elementary schools 

• Student Selection Method: Lottery 

• Enrollment Capacity: Twelve 3K slots available with 
limited slots for 4K through second grade 

• Bus Transportation: Provided for all students 

• Contacts:  
Shawn Hall, principal (shawn.hall@richlandone.org), 
and Dr. Thomas Turner, assistant principal  
(thomas.turner@richlandone.org), (803) 783-5534

Richland One Magnet Programs
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• LANGUAGE IMMERSION  
PROGRAM

Students in the Richland One Language Immersion Program 
have an opportunity to learn Spanish, Mandarin Chinese 
or French through an immersion model. Beginning in pre-
kindergarten, students spend half of their instructional day 
in a Spanish, French, or Chinese classroom learning math, 
Science and Spanish/Chinese literacy. Students spend the 
other 50% of the instructional day in their English-speaking 
classroom learning English language arts and social studies.
 
The French program will be enrolling students in 
kindergarten and first grade. Our Spanish and Chinese 
programs are enrolling students in pre-kindergarten, 
kindergarten, and first grades.

The goal of the dual immersion program is to have students 
learn to read, write, speak and listen in Spanish, Mandarin 
Chinese or French, all through the meaningful context of 
math and science. Carver-Lyon is a Leader in Me School, 
and students have the opportunity to develop themselves 
as global citizens and leaders in our school and beyond.

• Program Location: Carver-Lyon Elementary School

• Program Type: School-within-a-school model

• Grades: 

 » Spanish and Mandarin Chinese: 4K through fourth 
grade 

 » French: 5K through 1st grade 

Note: The program will expand to a whole-school 
language immersion model over the next four years. 

• Eligibility Criteria: Open to all Richland One students 

 » New students can enter the magnet in 4K, 5K and 
first grade only. 

 » Students can apply in grades 2-4 (Spanish and 
Chinese) if they are transferring from another 
language immersion program or if they can pass a 
language proficiency test. 

• Student Selection Method: Lottery 

• Enrollment Capacity:
 » 32 slots for 4K Spanish
 » 32 slots for 4K Chinese
 » Limited 5K first grade slots in Spanish and Chinese 
 » 32 slots for 5K French 

• Bus Transportation: Provided for all students  

• Contact: Della Thigpen, magnet lead teacher,  
(803)343-2900, della.thigpen@richlandone.org;  
Dr. Monica Adams, principal (803) 343-2900,  
monica.adams2@richlandone.org

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
LEVEL

CAREER EXPLORATION  
MAGNET PROGRAM

   

Middle school students in the Richland One Career 
Exploration Magnet Program have multiple opportunities 
to explore various careers pathways through academic and 
leadership development. Through a rigorous, fast-paced 
curriculum, students achieve high levels of engagement 
and success through our project-based learning units that 
are built around South Carolina state standards. Each day, 
students make meaningful connections between what 
they are learning in class and the world around them. W.G. 
Sanders is a Leader in Me School, and students are given 
multiple opportunities to serve in leadership capacities in 
their communities, school and country. From touring our 
nation’s capital to participating in entrepreneurship tours 

on Wall Street, to spending two days in leadership retreats 
geared just for middle schoolers, our students are on the 
go and making connections to the world around them. 
Ongoing parent involvement through workshops and 
programs is highly encouraged for students participating 
in the magnet program.

Secondary Pathway: Eighth-grade Career Exploration 
students will be enrolled automatically as freshmen in one 
of the four Career Academies at W.J. Keenan High School.

• Program Location: W.G. Sanders Middle School 

• Program Type: School-within-a-school model 

• Grades: 6-8 

• Eligibility Criteria: Open to all Richland One students 

• Student Selection Method: Lottery 

• Enrollment Capacity: 60 slots per grade level (6-8)

• Bus Transportation: Provided for all students 

• Contact: Ronda Steadman-Maurice, lead teacher, 
(803)738-7575; Andrenna Smith, principal, (803) 738-
7575  

• 
•  

 
 
 
 

MEDICAL MAGNET 
ACADEMY    

The Medical Magnet Academy introduces students 
to various careers in health sciences. The three-year 
program for middle school students emphasizes science, 
technology, engineering and math skills that will help 
them understand the fundamental principles of careers 
in health care and prepare them to be 21st century critical 
thinkers. Courses offered include Career Exploration, 
Medical Careers II and Medical Detective. W.A. Perry is a 
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and math) 
school. The Medical Magnet Academy also offers pathways 
in aerospace, engineering, technology and the arts.

• Program Location: W.A. Perry Middle School  

• Grades: 6-8  

• Program Structure: School-within-a-school model  

• Eligibility Criteria: Open to all Richland One students 
 

• Selection Method: Application  

• Enrollment Capacity: 20 slots per grade level 
 

• Bus Transportation: Provided only for students zoned 
to W.A. Perry Middle School  

• Contact: Lisa Payton Johnson, assistant principal,   
(803) 256-6347, lisa.payton@richlandone.org 

MONTESSORI MIDDLE 
LEVEL PROGRAM 

The mission of the Montessori Middle Level Program is 
to provide a complete academic environment for each 
student and to form a community of learners that nurtures 
the adolescent in a caring and social climate. We strive to 
be a community of adults and teenagers who respect each 
other’s deepest personal and human qualities. Our goal 
is to help students understand the connection between 
finding one’s place in society and purpose in the universe.  
 
Our program is best known for its multi-grade learning 
communities, field studies, service learning projects, 
group initiatives, erdkinder (student-managed farm-
based experience), thematic work emphasis, seminars and 
relationship building. 

Students, families and teachers sign contracts requiring 
a commitment to the Montessori values of learning, 
community involvement and respect for others. 
 

• Program Location: W.G. Sanders Middle School 

• Grades: 6-8  

• Program Structure: School-within-a-school model  

• Eligibility Criteria: 
 » Three prior consecutive years of Montessori 

education 

• Student Selection Method: Application  

• Enrollment Capacity: Open  

• Bus Transportation: Provided for all students 

• Contact: Andrenna Smith, principal, (803) 783-7575, 
andrenna.smith@richlandone.org 

HIGH SCHOOL 
LEVEL 

CAREER PREPARATION  
MAGNET PROGRAM: FOUR 
CAREER ACADEMIES

At the high school level, the focus of the Richland One 
Career Preparation Magnet Program is to give students 
multiple opportunities to prepare for careers that are in 
high demand and require advanced skills. The program at 
W.J. Keenan High School offers a leadership curriculum that 
includes a rigorous project-based classroom experience that 
challenges students to gain future-ready competencies. 
High school magnet students will have advantages that 
include the opportunity to receive college credit, state 
and nationally recognized industry certifications, work-
based learning opportunities and internships. As a Leader 
in Me School, magnet students participate in an enriching 
exploration of leadership skills that deepens their learning 
and connects them with our post-secondary partners. Our 
relationships with various college and community partners 
expose our students to national career and technical 
platforms and give them the opportunity to present at 
conferences and participate in competitions. W.J. Keenan 
offers four magnet academies: engineering, hospitality and 
tourism, government and entrepreneurship. 

• Program Location: W.J. Keenan High School 

• Program Type: School-within-a-school model 

• Grades: 9-12 

• Eligibility Criteria: Open to all Richland One students 

• Student Selection Method: Lottery 

• Enrollment Capacity: 
• Ninth grade:

 » 30 Engineering Magnet slots
 » 30 Hospitality and Tourism Magnet slots
 » 30 Government Magnet slots
 » 30 Entrepreneurship Magnet slots 

www.richlandone.org/choice
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• Grades 10-12:
 » There is a limited number of 10th-grade slots 

available in the Hospitality and Tourism, Government 
and Entrepreneurship Magnets. The Engineering 
Magnet for 10th and 11th grades is full. Eventually, 
all four academies will be expanded to 12th grade.

• Bus Transportation:   Provided for all students 

• Contact: KaReem Beckett, magnet lead teacher,  
(803) 714-2499, kareem.beckett@richlandone.org; 
Vondre’  T. Whaley, principal,  
(803) 714-2500, vondre.whaley@richlandone.org 

HEALTH SCIENCES MAGNET

The Health Sciences Magnet prepares students for post-
secondary education and provides them with opportunities 
to pursue careers in health sciences by offering a rigorous 
curriculum and real-world field experiences through 
collaborations with clinics, hospitals, universities and other 
community partners. Students become South Carolina 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) Completers in one 
or more pathways: Administrative Services, Project Lead 
the Way (PLTW) Biomedical Research and Technology, 
Food Science and Dietetics, Health Science and/or 
Sports Medicine. Students in the Health Sciences Magnet 
participate in career mentoring, career shadowing, 
volunteer services, internships, clinical rotations, state 
and national competitive events, career fairs and health 
fairs, field studies and national certification exams. 

• Program Location: C.A. Johnson High School  

• Grades: 9-12 

• Program Type: School-within-a-school model 

• Eligibility Criteria: Open to all Richland One 
students

• Student Selection Method: Application 

• Enrollment Capacity: Open  

• Bus Transportation: Provided only for students zoned 
to C.A. Johnson High School  

• Contact: Nicole Irby (803) 253-7092, assistant principal, 
nicole.irby@richlandone.org 

 

RICHLAND ONE 
MIDDLE COLLEGE

Richland One Middle College (ROMC) is an award-winning 
charter school of choice sponsored by Richland One. 
Located on the Beltline campus of Midlands Technical 
College, ROMC is unique because it offers 11th-grade 
and 12th-grade students the opportunity to attend 
high school on a college campus where they can earn 
college credits for free. The targeted student population 
is students who are seeking to experience success in a 
non-traditional secondary program. The primary goal 
of Richland One Middle College is to provide students 
with a seamless transition from high school to their post-
secondary pursuits through the use of an innovative 
curriculum in an intimate, student-centered environment. 

• Program Location: Midlands Technical College – 
Beltline Campus 

• Grades: 11-12 

• Program Type: Whole school model 

• Eligibility Criteria: Open to all Richland One students; 
20% of the total enrollment may be comprised of 
eligible out-of-district students. 

• Student Selection Method: Application 

• Enrollment Capacity: 150 

• Bus Transportation: Not provided  

• Contact: Dr. Carla Brabham, (803) 738-7114,  
principal, carla.brabham2@richlandone.org  

VIRTUAL SCHOOL  
PROGRAM

 

The Virtual School Program allows students to meet their 
family, personal and work obligations during regular school 
hours while continuing their high school education. Any 
student in grades 9-12 in Richland One and outside of the 
district (if all out-of-district guidelines are met) is eligible to 
apply. 

This program offers a great opportunity for a variety of 
students, including homeschoolers, teen parents and 
academically gifted students, as well as aspiring professional 
dancers, artists or athletes who must train/practice during 
the day. Students who work after school or during the 
day and those who work in family businesses also are 
ideal candidates. Students enrolled in the program work 
independently on online lessons, projects and assignments 
at a time and place that’s best for them. During the week, 
they schedule a minimum of 10 hours at the Virtual School 
site to meet with certified staff who review their progress, 
discuss their work and provide assistance.

• Program Location: Waverley Administration Building  

• Grades: 9-12  

• Eligibility Criteria: Open to all Richland One students 
and students outside of the district who meet the out-
of-district guidelines 

• Student Selection Method: Application 

• Enrollment Capacity: Open  

• Bus Transportation: Not provided  

• Contact: Dr. Audrey Harris, coordinator for digital 
learning experiences, (803) 231-6934, audrey.harris@
richlandone.org 

To learn about Richland One Magnet Programs, go to richlandone.org/choice.


